This forum paper contaiRp the perspectives of three adult education researchers (Jerold W. Apps, Daniele D. Flannery, and, T. Tappey Turner) concerning the role of adult educators in the information age and the attitudes of adult educators toward the recent information explosion. In perspective 1, on the roles of the adult educator in the "information ocean," it is suggested that adult educators must assume two roles: they must assist learners in making sense out of specialized information in light of the-learner's life situation and they must help learners identify information that is needed and,not available. After a discussion of Hargaret Mead's aFrertion that the inforMation;explosion has made the transmission of knowledge from teacher to student a lateral rather than a vertical process, in perspective 2 it is concluded that adult educators must focus on providing a sense of connectedness and increase their efforts in the 'areas of collaborative research, interdisciplinary sharing, and development of an atmosphere of collabOration among adult educators rather than one of competition. Perspective 3 expands tupon the metaphor comparing coping with information to swimming in the ocean, and suggests that adult educators must learn themselves and must help adult students learn to be selective in focusing their \ at ention on and attempting to come to terms with specific subject areas and levels ,of complexity of'information, thus selecting that \information that is most useful to their own needs.
This document has been reproduced as rer.e.ded horn the person or organization Satellites provide information while it is happening via radio and television.
For some, this information issue is a challenge; for others it is a serious problem* At the very least the information issue is a subject of much discussion, and concern for the influence of information issues on the future of society is widely apparent.
In adult education, practitioners and administrators often associate the information issue with worry about obsolescence.
This concern is expr:-ssed by feelings of being overwhelmed and of inadequacy, by pressure to keep up to date, by the need to be more efficient, by concern with imparting sufficient information in programs and class offerings. Time management, speee reading and listening, stress and computer literacy offdtings are marketed as solutions to the information problem, and c:t implicitly, one hopes these solutions will lgssen one's fear of becoming obsolete.-
In this forum the writers want to begin addressing three areas:
the information issue itself, the relationship of the information issue to the adult educator, and lastly, raise jestions for considering the relationship of the information .issue to adult education and to the notion of obsolescence.
Three perspectives on the information issue and on its relationship to adult education are offered. The responses are not posed for purposes of argument itself, but are posed as a, variety of considerations. Each of these responses comprise an on-going dialogue about these issues to which we invite adult educator participation.
ii The content of this paper was originally presented at the 1984 National AAACE Confetence in,Louisville, Kentucky in November, 1984. The authors want to thank R. Boyd and A. Knox for their comments on this paper. Satellites provide information while it is happening to the world via radio and television.
For some, this information issue is a challenge; for others it is a serious problem. At the very least, the information issue is a subject of much discussion, and concern for thi influence of information issues on the future of society is widely apparent.
This concern. is expressed by feelings of being overwhelmed and .4i) come problems of ground water pollution . . ." that information is a major contributor to human problems; 3. states that "information is trust cin us;" and lastly, 4. part of the information problem is we "lack for information."
Implicit in these statements, I would Suggest, are some 0 assumptions to be challenged: 1. Only when information is controlled and organized is it a resource; 2. Only when information is absolutely complete, that is resulting in no unanswered and unplanned for end results, is it not a problem;
3.
The human being has no choice as to what information he/she will hear, ponder, etc; 4. It is a problem inherent in information that humans lack complete information.
I would suggest that this approach to information is mechanistic, reduces the person to a helpless bystander and imbues information itself with power over humans.
In place of this approach to the issues of information, I
.would suggest that the very metaphor of the water should be turned around. We are the water. We, to a large extent, bring As the time it took to communicate decreased, there was often less autonomy and more centralization involved in decision -making and in control of the communication itself, (e.g. newspaper, radio, T.V. auc computer accessibility mediated by the largest of the technological companies). Individuals became more isolated from unmediated information and therefore, potentially more frustrated at their own lack of control.
-12-3.
As communication with the world increased, the complexity of skills-involved in learning from and using the information itself increased. As complexity of skills has increased, so has the sense of isolation that one cannot learn all there is to learn. .40
In summary, it is human beings who create and disseminate and decide to use information. The issue is how will this be done. With Mead's model of shared transmission of knowledge as a basis three areas for educators might be conaidered.
-14-Let us look at our own language and our own practice:
Do we talk about information or technology which transmits information as if it were the-problem (e.g. the computer vs. the human, the information problem)? In other words, are we going to give power to that which human's have created or are we, joining together with others, going to take power and responsibility for it and for how information and technology are used?
.2.
Let us look at our own practice in terms ofswhether we try to do it all ourselves.
-issues of collegiality waves correspond to local social contexts such as racial unrest;
proximity to land equates with our degree of self-awareness and this a challenge to inforMation sources or :providers?
t-
